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The Sandusky County Board of MR/DD succeeded
in meeting many new opportunities through the year
2008. Collaborations, partnerships, and effective
communications with local and state officials, and
other stakeholder groups and entities resulted in our
Agency meeting or exceeding the 2008 planned
outcomes.
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We offer individuals with mental retardation and/or developmental disabilities and their families,
services and supports based on choices that enhance their lives, one person at a time.
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SUCCESS STORIES……..

An Outgoing And Hard Worker…

Ask others what they think of when they hear “Pam” and they might say, she is a hard
worker, she always has a smile on her face, she is outgoing, and likes to shop. Pam is
very social toward others, always likes to talk to people she knows, and loves socializing
in her spare time. Pam lives with her sister in Clyde and spends free time at the Clyde
Public Library and taking walks in downtown Clyde. Pam began working at Sandco
Industries in August 1978, after graduating from the School of Hope. Through her nearly
31 years at Sandco Industries, Pam has participated in many job assignments in the
workshop, assisted employment jobsites in the community, and held her own jobs
independently in the community. Pam was also involved in Special Olympics as a
cheerleader and playing on the basketball team. Pam has always liked working in the

community and was employed at Seaman’s Pharmacy in Clyde from March 1992 until the store closed in January 2007. Pam
returned to the workshop with a goal to obtain another job in the community. Pam works part-time at Root’s Poultry, starting
there in April 2008, and spends time working at Sandco Industries as well. At Sandco Pam assists with janitorial duties to keep
up on her cleaning skills and focus on work. Pam also works with staff to increase her skills in accurate time telling. Her various
jobs in cleaning have allowed her to gain many skills which she uses to help her family maintain the home. Pam assists her sister
to clean, and she especially takes care of her room. Pam is also known for her love of attending craft shows. She enjoys
attending the craft shows to purchase decorative items for her room and to purchase decorative jewelry. Pam always coordinates
her outfits for the season or specific holidays to include jewelry. Pam’s cheerfulness and colorfulness for the season help
brighten her workplace. Aside from brightening up the workplace Pam also remains a hard worker and dedicated to her jobs, both
at Sandco Industries and Root’s Poultry. -- Michelle Hoepf, Pam’s Service and Support Administrator
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Outstanding In His Own Field...

Back in 2004 a team of County Board staff, residential staff, counselors, a psychologist, a
few family members and Rick sat around a big table trying to figure out the best way to
teach Rick to improve the way he handles his temper. According to Rick, “I can have bad
temper”. After lengthy debates, during the course of three years, the team came up with
great ideas and a dream: To assist Rick to reach an outstanding potential. I can’t say
Rick is at his highest potential yet, but he is well on his way. Rick and the team soon
realized that Rick was making tracks to leaving the necessity of a behavior support
program in the dust! Rick and his guardian worked with the team to make decisions
about ways to improve his reaction to people and situations that caused him to lose his
temper. Residential, workshop and community employment staff also worked diligently
to assist Rick along the way. It was soon very apparent that Rick’s social skills were
becoming very strong character attributes that led him to success in daily life. Rick was

becoming selfless. He became a helper, a teacher, and compassionate about his fellow man. It was 2007 and Rick and his team soon
found themselves discontinuing a behavior support program that was replaced by improved social skills, an ability to cope with
stressors, and a dream to be more than ordinary. In the years following the discontinuation of his behavior support program you could
find Rick competing in power lifting, soccer, unified softball and basketball for the Special Olympics program. Rick has been noticed
by the Fremont News Messenger for his commitment to excellence in his participation in these games. Rick participates in raising
money through donations for the Special Olympics program by taking the Polar Plunge in Sandusky, Ohio ever year in February in the
ice-filled waters of Lake Erie. BURRR! Rick has become a strong self advocate. He attends monthly meetings at the local People
First Advocacy group in which he has served as Sergeant of Arms in Sandusky County. Rick attends quarterly Board meetings with
the State of Ohio, People First Advocacy Group in which he is a board member, held the position of Sergeant of Arms and is the

Great Visions Often Start With Small Dreams
-- Author Unknown


